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lV1..rs. Jo.lilln Yo, City Clerk 
CITY OF SEtlli BEACH 
211 8th Street 
Seal BE'.ach, C'llifornia 90740 

D:~ar t-lrs. Yo: 

<,lJITF 7007 . .. . 
NovemfJE.x 5, 1984 

Pursuant to your n:!quest, this lettt::r is to verify my advice to you and 
!vtr. Greg Stepctnicich/ the City Attorney concerning the filing obligations of 
comnittees within the jurisdiction of the City of Seal Beach. 

The issue in question concerns carrnittees suppJrting or the qualifi-
cation of a local initiative. vJhat filing obligations are incurred and when must 
cart1p;'1ign statements re filed if the petitions were filed prior to the final dead

set for filing the 

Government Code Section 84200(d) requires committees formed or (cxisting 
prim31:ily to supp:>rt or opp:>se the qualification of a measure shall file campaign 
statE'.l:ll:mts not later than 35 days after the deadline for filing petitions or the 
date of notification that the measure has either qualified or failed to qualify, 
whichever is earlier (emphasis added). Since the petitions were filed prior to 
the deadline, the 35 days begins from the date that the comnittee was notified 
of the initiative's qualification a.l1d not 35 days from the deadline which is a 
later date. 

In order to have a filing obligation in connection with this initiative 
effort, a group, organization or person must first qualify as a ca:nrnittee as 
defined in GoVeD'lInent Cooe 82013. Therefon~, if a group, organization or 
does not qualify as a corrmittee, that is, does not receive contributions totaling 
five hundred dollars or rrore in a calendar year i does not rrE.de ind€peI1dent expen
ditures totaling five hundred dollars or rrore in a calendar year; or does not make 
contributions totaling five thousand dollars or nore in a calendar year to or at 
the behest of candidates and carrnittees, then no obligation to file campaign reports 
is incurred. 

The second issue concerns the filing obliqations of Bixby Panch. You st-e1.t£:!d 
that Bixby FGnch 
82013(c) and 

of IDs 
Section 842l5(a)). 
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NOVcmfJeX 5, 1984 

Pursuant to your rc~'UE:~st, this letter is to verify my advice to you and 
Hr. Greg Scepanicich l the City Attorney concerning the filing obligations of 
conmittees within the jurisdiction of the City of. Seal Beach. 

The issue in questicn concerns carmit.tees suppJrting or opposing the' qualifi
cation of a local initiative. vJhat filing obligations are incurred and when JTR1st 
call1p<"lign statements be filed if the petitions were filed prior to the final dead
Ibe set for filing the petitions. 

GJverrunent Ccxie Section 84200 (d) requires comnittees formed or existing 
priITarily to SUpFOrt or opFOse the qualification of a measure shall file campaign 
stahYrents not later than 35 days after the deadline for filing petitions or the 
date of notification th.:1.t the measure has either qualified. or failed to qualify, 
whichever is earlier (emph3.sis added). Since the petitions were filed prior to 
the deadline, the 35 days begins from the date that the ccmnittee was notIITcd. 
of the initiative's qualification and not 35 days fram the deadline which is a 
later date. 

In order to have a filing obligation in connection with this initiative 
effort, a group, organization or person must first qualify as a ccmnittee as 
dcfinc'(] in GoVCDm.:'nt Ccx1e 82013. Therefore, if i) group, orgLmization or pc~r~30n 
does not qualify as a ccmnittee, that is, does not receive contributions totaling 
five hundred dollars or more in a calendar year; does not made independent expen
ditures totaling five hundred dollars or rrDrc in a calendar year; or does not make 
contributions totaling five thousand dol1ars or ITnre in a calendar year to or at 
the rehest of candidates and carrmittees, t:hen no obligation to file campaign reports 
is incurred. 

The second issue concerns the filing obligations of Bixby Panch. You st"'<:lted 
that Bixby FGnch is (1 qualified ffi:ljor donor co.llwi ttee undpr G:Nernment Code Section 
82013 (c) and file~; Ci'l111I--',liqI1 staternents as [~uch w.l th the, Sf:~cret:<'iTi of St:lte, the 
counties of Los ArK!d.es, San F~'ilncisco ard the C8unt'/ of domicile (GoveJ:Tm\~nt CCx:le 
Section 84215 (a) ). Bixby Rmch:'s lltili7:tng its G!Cj hu-:ds to ITk3de 
expenditures in excess of $500 :Ll1-;f Pre ;. ,.-,.on 1 
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Mrs. JoAnn Yo, City Clerk 
CITY OF SEi1L BEZ\Q-r 
Novernber 5, 1984 
Page 'J\.;O 

You asked whether or not a copy of their major donor statement should be filed 
with }TQur office as the filing official for Proposition A? 

I ntatcc1 trot thc Ilujor donor rqx)rt:::: fjlc'(J by Dixby n.:mcll Vlcre !lut n:quLrcQ 
to be filed with your cffice bt.'Cause the Political Reform Act does not. require 
UK' Bixby R:ll1ch to file t11eir nt"ljor donor rerX)rts with your off ice. IIolI,Jever, 
Government Code Section 84208 specifically state that, "in addition (ernpIk"lsis 
added) to any campaign statements req:uired by Section 84200, if a corrmittee has 
made independent e~1ditures totaling five hundres dollars ($500) or more in a 
calendar year to supI,XJrt or oppJse a candidate, a measure or qualification of a 
rreasure, it shall file independent expEnditure rep::>rts at the times and in the 
places wbere it ,~'Ould be required to file campaign statenents under Sections 
84200 and 84215, as if it were forme.d. or existing primarily to support or optX)se 

or measure or quaiTfJ.:catlon of· such measure. 
expE:nditure reI,XJrt need lx, filed to cover a period for which there 

has been no activity to ref..X)rt. Thc:refore, Bixby Ranch 1.:3 recj1Jiroo to file a Form 
465, a Supplemental Independent ExIx.:mditure ReFort, with your office. I have en-
closed a few fonns;md of the Political Peform Pet: for your inforPlLltion. 

I hope that this infonnation bas l:YC!cn helpful and if I can bt: of any further 
assisL:mce, pll:.ase do not besitate to contact our office. 

HFi'J..:cv 

cc: C:reg Ste:panicich, City AttornE~y 
EI,clostu:.-es 

Sincerely, 

/ 

( 
", .. 

HELEN. ~;' AR"UOIA 
Political Reform Consultant II 
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You askeu whether or not a copy of their ITldjor donor statement should be filed. 
wid: }'Our office as the filing official for Proposition A? 

I ~;t~itlD ttDt the I\ojur dunor r('lx)rt~: fiJl'll by 13ix}JY RuiCll vJl'rc' nuL n'(jUirl'll 
to be filed. with your cffice becausE the Political Reform Act does not require 
the DLwy R::mch to file their IWljor donor rE'Ix)rts with your office. HowL-vcr, 
():)ven1Inent Code Section 84208 spt'Cifically stat/;; that, "in addition (emphasis 
adde.i) to any campaign statements reqt.:in.'il by SE:.'Ction 84200, if a conmittee has 
made independent expenditures totaling five hundres dollars ($500) or Irore in a 
calendar year r.o support or opr.use a candidate, a measure or qualification of a 
measure, it shall file independent expenditure reports at the times and in the 
places wl;cre it would be required to file campaign statements under Sections 
8~2DO and 84215, as if it were formed. or existing primarily to support or oprose 
GLlch (.lg~Li il, cmpl1c'l.t3IS--·Z;(fJE:..J)--C;;r:didatcormeasure or CJllaITflca tlon of such riICasure. 
NO-lnd,~pt';.rldcnt e..'{pE~)ditur(~ report need !xc; fih:.c to cover a period for vlhich then'.' 
has bc('n no activi ty to report. Tberefore, f:lixb'l ltmch l[: nX]1Jin:..'C) to file a Form 
465, a Supplemental Indepf;?Yident Exr:x:~nditure R2J:.-xxCt, with your office. I havc:: en
clm,cd a few fonns 3r,d copie~3 of the Pol itici11 Pc'fonn I· ct. for 'lO\'lr infolTlation. 

I hop:' that this infonnation has bf:en helpful and if I can I:x:: of any further 
a~:;~;istance, 1:--'l(:.a~,e do not hesi~lte to contact our office. 

lil'i\. :cv 

cc: Greg Step.'1nicich I city AttorrlE.'Y 
EllCI()~:;u.i:.-es 

Sincerely, 

/' 
')?..:..,~- (-_. 

HELEN. p-. ARr'UOIA 
Political Refo:nn Consultant II 


